CEEv®JIR]ffi  UKBAil  DISTRICT  CO  UNO  ID 


AIIRUAL  REPORT 
of 

lEJ^EDICAI^Oj^PIQER  OP  health 
For  the  Year  ended  3lst  Decemher,  1950 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OEEICERs- 
MgdjcalJBf fleer  of  th 

Dr.  A«M.  McCall, 
H.R0C.S.,  LoR.CoP.,  D.P.H. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COIMGILIiOBS  OF  THE  Cm'.m&Bm  URBAH  D;[^TRICT 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  Year  1950* 

The  Public  with  their  preoccupation  with  Specialist  and 
Ancillary  Services  of  the  National  Health  Act,  are  apt  to  over- 
look what  they  owe  to  the  Preventitive  Health  Services,  which 
have  been  responsible  for  saving  so  much  Human  Life  and  Suffer- 
ing in  the  last  half  Century. 

The  greatest  progress  is  marked  by  the  absence  of  Gases 
and  Deaths  from  Disease.  This  has  little  popular  appeal  or 
Press  value,  and  the  achievements  go  unnoticed. 

However,  if  this  Report  is  read  v^ith  these  facts  in  mind, 
the  steady  progress  made  during  the  Year  will  be  apparent. 

I think  that  it  is  fair  to  say,  that  the  Public  Health 
Department  has  during  the  past  Year,  handled  a greater  volume 
of  work  than  in  any  previous  Year. 

Mr.  Cottrell  quickly  settled  down  on  his  arrival  in  Crew- 
kerne,  and  has  been  most  diligent  and  helpful  throughout  the 
Year,  and  is  directly  responsible  for  much  of  the  progress  made. 


I am 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen 


Your  obedient  Servant 


MEDICAL  OITICER  OP  HEALTH 


SECTION  A 


Population 

The  Registrar  General  gives  the  estimated  population  of  Crew- 
kerne  for  the  Mid-Year  1950?  as  4-175- 


Birth  Rate 

The  Birth  Rate  in  Crewkerne  was  15»0  per  1000,  and  is  slightly 
less  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  15 It 
shov/s  a decline  from  the  1949  figure. 


The  chief  causes  of  Death  are  shown  in  Appendix  A,  Table  2. 

Heart  Disease  again  has  claimed  more  victims  than  any  other 
Disease,  and  together  with  Diseases  of  Circulation,  totals  more 
than  l/3rd<.  of  all  Deaths.  There  were  fewer  Deaths  from  Cancer. 
The  Diseases  listed  as  ill-defined,  include  such  terms  as  Senility, 
to  which  no  precise  cause  of  Death  can  be  given. 


There  were  two  cases  of  Infants  dying  vrithin  one  month  of 
Birth,  and  two  Still  Births . 


Mai^aLJIoxtailiY 

There  was  one  case  of  Maternal  Mortality.  The  child  has  pro- 
gressed well,  despite  early  difficulties. 


Social  Services 

The  formation  of  an  Old  Polks  Club  filled  a need  in  the  Town, 
and  has  been  very  successful  in  providing  facilities  for  the  Old 
Persons  of  the  Tovm.  ^ 


SECTION  B 


The  administration  of  the  Local  Services  worked  smoothly 
throughout  the  Year,  due  largely  to  delegation  of  authority  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Frequent.  conferences  were  held,  and  loce.1  difficulties  were 
discussed  and  overcome  rapidly. 


Infant  Welfa.re  Clinics 

Clinics  wore  held  every  2nd.  and  4th.  Tuesday  at  the  Methodist 
Hall,  South  Street,  Crev/kerne.  During  1950  1J30  9 children  attended. 
This  is  a further  increase  on  last  Year  and  represents  the  greatest 
number  of  attendances  in  any  year  so  far.  The  children  were  regular 
weighed  and  Nurses  attended  to  advise  parents.  There  v/ere  141  Con- 
sultations with  the  Doctor.  Close  co-operation  betv/een  the  Clinic 


and  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  Town  continues  with  undeniable 
advantage  to  the  Public , 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mrs.  Smith,  the  Secretary,  for  the  organis- 
ation and  smooth  running  of  the  Clinic. 


Immunisation 

This  was  carried  out  at  the  “7elfare  Clinic,  and  5l  children 
were  immunised  during  the  Year.  This  is  slightly  fewer  than  in  194-9 
but  when  it  is  remembered  that  for  5 months  of  the  Year,  all  immunis- 
ation was  suspended  owing  to  the  presence  of  Infantile  Paralysis  in 
the  District,  the  number  is  very  satisfactory. 


Vaccination 

As  promised  in  my  last  Journal,  I have  made  a special  effort  to 
stimulate  interest  in  this  important  aspect  of  Preventitive  Medicine. 
The  response  was  encouraging.  The  total  number  of  persons  vaccinated 
or  re- vaccinated  in  Crev^rkerne  was  67,  of  whom  42  were  done  at  the 
Clinic. 


Health  Visiting 

The  District  Hurse  carried  out  Health  Visiting  in  Crewkerne, 
and  Was  responsible  for  the  improved  attendances  at  Clinics.  A 
special  Health  Visitor  has  been  looking  after  all  Tuberculous  Patients 
in  the  Area. 


Maternity  Services 

At  present,  this  work  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Hurse,  and 
when  needed  the  Private  Practitioners  are  consulted.  There  are 
Maternity  Beds  available  at  Crewkerne  Hospital  for  necessitous  cases. 

There  were  28  Home  Deliveries  during  the  Year,  and  82  v/ere 
admitted  to  Hospital. 


Home  Hein  Se rvl ce 

The  County  Home  Help  Service,  so  valuable  in  times  of  Confine 
ment,  Illness  or  Old  Age  is  well  established  in  this  Area,  and  has 
worked  smoothly  Y^hen  required. 


School  Medical  Service 

This  Service  is  organised  by  the  County  Education  Committee. 
During  the  Year,  I have  visited  every  School  in  Crewkerne  tv/ice,  and 
at  these  inspections,  525  children  have  been  examined,  and  137 
immunised.  These  figures  shov/  a considerable  increase  on  last  Year. 
Details  are  given  in  Appendix  B,  Table  1. 


Dentf^l  Service 

Somerset,  like  all  other  Health  Authorities,  has  been  finding  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  their  Dental  Services,  owing  to 
Staff  resignations,  since  1948.  Crewkerne  has  been  particularly  un- 
fortunate, and  only  emergency  treatment  was  aveAlable  for  the  children 
here . 


In  view  of  the  above,  I was  pleased  to  be  able  to  support  the 
application  of  a Private  Dental  Practitioner  to  ccnmience  Practice  in 
the  Tovmi,  and  already  the  Public  are  benefitting  from  his  presence. 


There  has  been  an  improvement  in  supply  of  spectacles  during 
the  Year,  and  our  Local  Optician  has  been  most  helpful  in  securing 
priority  for  urgent  cases. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  v/as  used  on  154-  occasions,  including  15  Maternity 
Cases,  covering  a mileage  of  2,970*  Sutton  continues  to  organise 
and  drive  the  Ambulance,  and  is  largely  responsible  for  such  a satis- 
factory year’s  vifork. 


National  Assistance  Act 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  an 
Order  of  Removal  for  a person  "in  need  of  care  and  attention".  One 
patient  was  moved  to  Hospital?  following  investigation  by  the  Health 
Department . 


SECTIOH  C 

Prevalence  of.  and  control  over  Infectious  Diseases  and  Other  Diseases 

A Summary  of  the  noticications  v/ill  be  found  in  Appendix  C, 

Table  1. 

There  was  a mild  Measles  Epidemic  during  the  Year,  otherwise  the 
incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  about  average. 

There  was  no  case  of  Infantile  Paralysis,  despite  several  cases 
occurriiigin  surrounding  districts.  The  outbreak  in  England  in  195^ 
was  widespread,  more  cases  occurring  then  ever  before,  and  Grewkerne 
was  fortunate  to  escape. 

The  National  Campaign  against  Eood-borne  Disease  v/as  supported 
by  Local  Propaganda  and  a special  Eilm.  Unfortunately,  this  was  badly 
supported  by  the  Public  and  few  of  the  Pood-handlers  in  the  Town 
attended  the  showing  of  v\rhat  is  an  excellent  film.  Model  Byelav/s , 
dealing  with  the  Handling,  "'’/rapping  and  Sale  of  Food,  v/ere  adopted 
by  the  Council  during  the  Year.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Health 
Department  to  use  these,  except  as  a last  resort.  It  is  hoped  that  by 
friendly  co-operation,  and  frequent  visiting,  it  will  be  possible  to 
raise  the  standard  of  all  establishments  selling  food,  so  that  we  v/ill 
^ve  no  outbreaks  of  Disease.  One  outbreak  occurred  during  1950» 
involving  13  persons.  The  probable  source  of  infection  was  traced. 


B^C.C.  Immuni sat ion  for  Tub  ere ul os is 

Arrangements  were  completed  during  the  Yea.r,  v/hereby  it  is  now 
possible  for  particular  categories,  who  are  exposed  to  infection  by 
Tuberculosis,  to  be  goven  B.C.G.  Immunisation.  These  categories 
include  Tuberculosis  negative  Nurses  and  Medical  Students,  also 
Tuberculosis  negative  contacts. 


SEQTJP^D 

l^vironmental  Health  Services. 

Ss,n  tt  a J2  i r 
Climatic  Co n d i t j 


The  Year  was  extremel37-  wet  and  towe.rds  the  end  some  flooding 


occurred*  - ' •••■  • 


Wa.ter  Sucolv 

Despite  the  heavy  rains,  some  shortage  was  experienced  in  the 
Autumn  and  minor  restrictions  ha,d  to  he  imposed. 

Monthly  /.nalyses  were  carried  out  and  a,  Summary  is  shown  in 
Appendix  D,  Table  1.  The  nia.jority  were  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Realising  the  inadequacy  of  the  antiquated  Sewage  Disposal 
System  at  the  South  end  of  the  Town,  energetic  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  Surveyor  to  construct  a pumping  system,  whereby  a 
considerable  amount  of  sewerage  can  be  diverted  to  the  modern 
Y/orks  at  the  Northern  Outfall.  Ministry  approval  is  now  being 
s ought . 


Public  Cleansing  and  Refuse  Collection 

Weekly  removal  of  Refuse  was  carried  out  in  the  Town.  The 
roads  were  kept  in  an  excellent  state  of  cleanliness  and  are  a 
credit  to  the  Town,  despite  occasional  lapses  by  the  people  at  the 
Bus  Stops.-  ^ 

Paper  Collection,  which  we  were  forced  to  discontinue,  has 
been  re-commenced,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be  supported  by  the  Public. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Routine  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  Council  properties, 
and  at  private  buildings,  on  request.  In  addition,  the  survey  of 
the  Tov/n,  and  Test  Baiting  of  Sewers  was  continued. 

However,  the  nev/  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  3 

which  came  into  force  on  31st  March,  195^ > demands  a great  deal  of 
a Local  Authority,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  Council  will  be 
forced  to  increase  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  this  work. 


Svfimming  Bath 

Owing  to  the  serious  defects  in  the  Viney  Bridge  Bath,  it  was 
reluctantly  decided  not  to  attempt  the  repair,  and  steps  were  taken 
to  dispose  of  it. 

The  Bath  at  the  Grammar  School  was  satisfactory. 


The  Statistics  will  be  found  in  Appendix  D.  Table  2. 


Statistics 

The  new  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  had  a great  deal  of 
accumulated  work  to  do.  However,  he  has  tackled  the  arrears  of 
work  in  a most  energetic  manner,  and  an  a result,  considerable 
headwa,y  has  been  made.  Appendix  D.  Table  3?  shows  the  work  done 
in  the  Year. 

Pest  W.ar  Koug^njT_ 

The  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  Year  was  6,  making 
a total  of  82  since  the  Wa,r,  plus  8 erected  privately. 


Our  allocation  of  houses  being  so  small,  v\r€  were  able  to  get 
ahead  of  schedule  and  commenced  those  allocated  for  1951 • It  is 
hoped  that  in  this  way  a supplementary  allocation  will  be  granted. 

The  allocation  of  a small  number  of  houses  presents  the  Council 
with  a considerable  difficulty.  There  are  no  more  small  sites  left, 
where  say  4 houses  can  be  erected.  Erecting  one  or  two  houses  on  a 
site  is  more  expensive.  Again,  the  development  of  a large  site  for 
the  few  houses  we  are  given,  is  also  considered  an  unjustifiable 
expense  to  the  Ratepayers  at  this  time  of  the  rising  cost  of  living. 
Sooner  or  later,  a large  site  will  have  to  be  acquired,  large  enough 
to  be  able  to  hold  all  the  houses  allocated  to  us  within  the  next 
few  years.  A reasonable  allocation  by  the  Ministry  of  some  twenty 
houses  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  Council  to  develop  such  a 
Site  immediately,  rather  than  as  at  present,  trying  to  fit  houses 
into  small  sites  where  there  is  only  limited  space. 


(c)  Inspection  and  Sunervisi on  of  Food 
Milk  Su-polv 

All  the  retailers  were  registered  and  licences  granted.  Sampl- 
ing was  not  done. 


Food 


Meat  Inspection  was  carried  out  regularly.  Details  will  be 
found  in  Appendix  D.  Table  4. 

It  will  be  noted  that  26,264  animals  v/ere  slaughtered  during 
the  Year.  These  have  to  be  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
the  duty  is  a heavy  burden  upon  him.  Only  a very  small  proportion 
of  the  Meat  is  consumed  locally,  and  the  majority  is  sent  to  London 
and  other  Centres. 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  transport  of  Meat  and  follow- 
ing an  investigation,  the  co-operation  of  the  Local  Contractors  was 
enlisted,  and  I am  satisfied  thai  everything  is  being  done  by  them 
to  ensure  that  no  Meat  is  damaged  or  contaminated  during  transit 
in  Crewkerne. 


Ice  Cream 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  was  done  regularly,  and  the  results  show  a 
progressive  improvement  in  grading  over  the  Year.  ¥e  are  still  con- 
cerned at  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  by  certain  Mobile  Stalls,  which  come 
and  go  without  our  being  able  to  ascertain  the  source  of  manufacture. 

However,  your  Officers  have  the  matter  in  hand,  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  discover  where  they  originate  from,  and  then  be  in  a position 
to  Sample  these  Vendors’  Products. 

Details  are  shown  in  Appendix  D.  Table  5* 


API^I^IX  A table  1 


c^w^re;e__  _i  250. 

BIRTH  RATE  M E 


Live  Births 

Total 

32 

31 

Legitimate 

32 

31 

Illegi timate 

Hil 

Hii 

Still  Births 

Total 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

Hil 

Hii 

Death  of  Infants 
under  1 Year 

Total 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Hil 

Birth  Rate  1^*0  per  1000 

API^hDLX  ^^BTE__a 

CREWKERU 1^50 

TABLE  OE  DEATHS  Total 

M 

E 

57 

23 

34- 

Death  Rate  13 « 7 per  1000 

Causes  of  Dea.th 

Total 

M 

E 

Heart  Disease 

15 

6 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System 

6 

2 

4 

Cancer  (a.ll  f orms  ) 

6 

5 

1 

Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

2 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Child  Birth 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases 
(lll-def ined) 

23 

7 

l6 

APEBI^DIX  B TABLE  1 


SCHOOIS 

Name  of  School 

No.  of 

Children  examined 

No,  ImmuniRP 

Crewkeme 

Infants 

47 

46 

ti 

54 

Nil 

Crev/kerne 

Junior  Girls 

35 

8 .. 

{I 

It  ti 

33 

Nil 

Crewkerne 

Junior  Boys 

39 

9 

V 

II  11 

26 

Nil' 

Crewkerne 

Secondary  Modern 

97 

42 

11  II 

95 

Nil. 

Crewkerne 

Grammar  School 

44 

32 

II 

II  ti 

55 

Nil 

total 

525 

137  Booster 

APPENDIX  C TABIjE 1 


Inls^t..lqus._Dla^^S. 


Scarlet  Eever 

• 0 • 

000 

13 

Whooping  Cough 

0 • • 

• 0 * 

toe 

10 

Measles 

to* 

0 0 • 

• 0 © 

98 

Buerperal  Pyrexia 

• 0 * 

0 0 * 

e e t 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

0 « * 

* 0 * 

0 e * 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

0 U l> 

CO© 

000 

Mil 

Tuberculos is 

0 c.  0 

0 e 0 

0 0 u 

4 

TOTAL 

128 

Analysis  of  c^^.sea  notified 


Grouns 


Scarlet  Ee-ver 
Measles  1 6 

Whooping  Gough  1 

Chicken  Pox 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

ITo  cases  notified. 


2 2 8 1 

6 21  10  51  3 

6 6 

1 1 
1 

in  age  groups  45-65  and  65  plus. 


r 


i 


Age  Grom 


- 1 

1-5 
5 "*  i5 
i5  - 25 
25  - 35 
35  - ^5 
45  - 55 
55  - 65 
65  4 


Mew  Gases  ' ' Deaths 

Resniratorv  Mon-Resniratorv  Respiratory  Mon-Res-oirg.tor  • 
M E M E ME  M E 


1 

2 


TOTAL 


3 


Mil  Mil 


Mil  Mil 


Mil 


APEBITOIX  D TABLE  1 


'EM  WAT^ 


TREAT-J^;0  APTER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  CHEMICAL 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  CHEMICAL 


Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 


Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 


Satis-  Unsatis-  ‘ Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory  factory  factory 


9 


4 


2-5 


APPENDIX D__  TABLE  2 

.4at„i212 


Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
(including  Inspections  made  hy  the  Sanitary  Inspector) 


Premises  Number  on  Register  Inspections  ¥ritten  Occupiers 

Notices  Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2,  3 » ^ 

and  6,  are  to  be  5l  14  1 - 

enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

Cases  in  which  defects  v/ere  found  Nil 


outwork 


No.  of  Outworkers 
in  August  List 

required  by  Section  110.  144  (making  bearing  Apparel). 


APPENDIX  D table  ^ 

Ho  us  ing 


Houses 

erected 

Houses  in  course 

Conversion  to 

Temporary 

during 

the  Year 

of  erection 

Plats  or 

such  as 

Perm. 

Local 

Authority  6 

Private 

Enterprise  1 

Temp. 

Perm.  Temp. 

28 

1 

Dwellings 

Perm.  Temp. 

4 

Aimy  Huts 
etc . 

TOTALS 


7 


29 


4 


i 


